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One hypothesized explanation for water’s anomalies imagines the existence of a liquid-liquid (LL) phase
transition line separating two liquid phases and terminating at a LL critical point. We simulate the classic
ST2modelofwaterfortimesupto1000 nsandsystemsizeuptoN5729.Wefindthatforstatepointsnear
the LL transition line, the entire system flips rapidly between liquid states of high and low density. Our
finite-size scaling analysis accurately locates both the LL transition line and its associated LL critical point.
We test the stability of the two liquids with respect to the crystal and find that of the 350 systems simulated,
only 3 of them crystallize and these 3 for the relatively small system size N5343 while for all other
simulations the incipient crystallites vanish on a time scales smaller than < 100 ns.
W
eperformextensivemoleculardynamics(MD)simulationsofST2-waterintheconstant-temperature,
constant-pressure ensemble. We equilibrate the system for < 1000 ns for 127 state points in the
supercooled liquid region of water. Pressure P ranges from 190 MPa to 240 MPa, while temperature
TisaslowasT5230 KathighP,and244 KatlowP.Wemake624differentsimulations,341aslongas1000 ns,
andforfoursystemsizes,N5216(80statepoints),343(75statepoints),512(44statepoints),and729molecules
(46 state points). For the majority of state points studied we average our results over several (# 11) independent
runs. We interpolate our data along isobars using the histogram reweighting method
1.For P * > 200 MPa,we find
that the density r decreases sharply within a narrow temperature range, while at lower P it falls off with T
continuously. This behavioris consistentwith adiscontinuous phasetransition athigh-Pbetween ahigh-density
liquid (HDL) and a low-density liquid (LDL) ending in a liquid-liquid (LL) critical point at lower P (Fig. 1a).
This LL critical point was hypothesized
2 based on studies of the ST2 model, and subsequently studied in detail by
many others using, in addition to ST2
3,4,T I P 5 P
5,T I P 4 P
6,T I P 4 P - E w
7 and TIP4P/2005
8 as well as coarse-grained
models
9–11. The existence of the LL critical point allows one to understand X-ray spectroscopy results
12–14,26,
and explains the increasing correlation length in bulk water upon cooling as found experimentally
15 and the
hysteresis effects
16. Holten et al.
17,18 reviews available experimental information and shows that the assumption of
a LL critical point in supercooled water provides an accurate account on the experimental thermodynamic
properties.
Abrupt changes in the global density r are related to the appearance of different local structures. Among
variousparametersdescribingthelocalstructuresweidentifyd3
19andy3,definedintheMethodsSection,asgood
quantities to distinguish the LDL and the HDL phase and the best quantities to distinguish them from ice. The
average values ofy3of the twophases differ byabout50%, theLDLphase beingcharacterized bygreaterorder in
the second shell than in the HDL phase.
Liu et al.
4, using histogram reweighed Monte Carlo methods in the grand canonical ensemble for only one but
quite largesystem size,findanorderparameter distributionfunction consistentwithacriticalpointbelonging to
the universality class of a 3 dimensional (3d) Ising model. In Ref.31 Limmer and Chandler question this result
using the umbrella sampling method to evaluate the free energy landscape of the ST2 model near a single state
point and for a single system size (N 5 216). They find two minima in the free energy landscape: one for liquids
andoneforcrystallinestructure. Theydonotfindathirdminimumcorresponding totheLDLandconcludethat
the LDL does not exist as a metastable state, but only as a transitional state from HDL to crystal. However,
Sciortino et al. in
33 show, with an implementation of the umbrella sampling with variable number of particles
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high resolution in the exploration of the free energy landscape, the
presence of the minimum corresponding to the LDL state meta-
stable with respect to the crystal, reconfirming the results of Ref.4
and at variance with Ref.31, 32. To contribute to the discussion,
we present here a finite size scaling analysis of results from extre-
mely long (1ms) MD simulations. We find that 1) LDL is a genu-
ine liquid state, metastable with respect to the crystal, 2) LDL and
HDL are separated by a first-order phase transition line ending in
a critical point, 3) Close to the LLCP, LDL has relaxation times of
the order of 100 ns, which show that 1000 ns runs are sufficient to
equilibrate LDL, 4) the results are robust with respect to the finite
size scaling analysis and show that the LDL-HDL critical point
belongs to the 3 dimensional Ising model.
Results
To show that the LL phase transition exists in the thermodynamic
limit,weperformafinite-sizeanalysisalongisobarswithinthesuper-
cooled liquid region. For this purpose, we calculate the Challa-
Landau-Binder parameter P ; 12Ær
4æ/3Ær
2æ
2 for the bimodality of
the densitydistribution function, D r ðÞ
20,21.WhenD r ðÞ is unimodal,
P adopts the value 2/3 in the thermodynamic limit N R ‘, while P
, 2/3 when D r ðÞ is bimodal, since two phases coexist (Fig. 1b).
However, for a finite system P , 2/3 whenever D r ðÞdeviates
fromadelta function. This occurs in the region of the phase diagram
where, for a finite system, the isothermal compressibility, KT, has a
maximum, i.e., along a locus in the P–T plane that includes (i) the
discontinuous (in the thermodynamic limit) phase transition at P .
Pc, the LL critical pressure, (ii) the effective LL critical point at Pc(N),
where the discontinuity vanishes, and (iii) a line for P , Pc that
emanates from the LL critical point into the supercritical region.
Near Pc this line follows the locus of maxima of the correlation
length, known as the Widom line
22, and deviates from it at lower P
23.
The finite-size behavior of P allows us to distinguish whether an
isobar is above or below Pc
20,21 (Fig. 1b). When isobars cross the
Widom line (P , Pc), P displays a minimum Pmin (inset in
Fig. 1b) that in leading order approaches 2/3 linearly with 1/N.
When D r ðÞconsists of two Gaussians of equal weight, i.e. at the
coexistence line for P * > Pc, Pmin approaches, also linearly with 1/
N, another limiting value P?2=3{ r2
H{r2
L
   2.
3 r2
Hzr2
L
   2 hi
where rH 5 rH(P)a n drL 5 rL(P) are the densities of the two coex-
isting phases
20. This limiting value progressively decreases as P increase
above Pc,s i n c erH2rL increases at coexistence as (P2Pc)
b,w h e r eb <
0.3 is the critical exponent of the 3d Ising universality class
17.
To ensure that the system is in thermal equilibrium, we calculate
the correlation time for the first maximum k1 of the oxygen-oxygen
intermediate scattering function SOO(k, t), as used in Refs.24 and 25
and defined in the Methods Section. While correlation times in the
HDL phase are very short (< 0.01 ns), they become of the order of
100 ns in the LDL phase, implying that simulations of less than 1 ms
are likely affected by poor statistical sampling (Fig. 2). For tempera-
tures above the line Tg in Fig. 1a, correlation times are smaller than
100 nsandwecanequilibratethesystemwithinoursimulationtime.
Figure 3a shows a typical example of a simulation near the critical
point for N5343 moleculesatP5215 MPaand T5244 K. Here the
system exhibits phase flipping between LDL and HDL, with the life-
time of each phase distributed from < 20 ns to < 300 ns. This nanos-
cale phase flipping results in a bimodal density distribution (Fig. 3b)
Figure 1 | Phase diagram and finite size scaling analysis to locate the line of liquid-liquid (LL) phase transitions. (a) State points in the P–T diagram
simulated. Different symbols correspond to different sizes N. The high-T (red) region exhibits HDL-like states and the low-T (blue) region LDL-like
states. In the intermediate (violet) region we observe flipping between HDL-like and LDL-like states. Below the black line Tg correlation times are larger
than 100 ns, while above they are smaller and thus equilibrium is attained within reasonable simulation times. The white region, denoted CP, is our
estimate of the location of the LL critical point in the thermodynamic limit. (b) Finite-size analysis of Pmin along isobars crossing the discontinuous LL
phasetransition(violetathighPin(a))andtheWidomline(withinthevioletregionatlowPin(a)).AtP5190 MPa,Pminapproaches2/3whenNR‘,
indicating that the density distribution is unimodal and that one crosses the Widom line, and not the line of discontinuous phase transition. At P 5
200 MPa, Pmin approaches < 2/3 2 0.001, consistent within its error bar with the value expected at coexistence
20.A tP 5 210 MPa, Pmin tends to a
smaller value clearly excluding 2/3 and therefore the distribution D r ðÞ is bimodal, that is the fingerprint of a discontinuous LL phase transition. Pmin
dependslinearlyon1/Ntotheleadingorder,displayingdeviationsonlyforthesmallestsizeN5216.TheinsetshowsPalongtheisobaratP5200 MPa
as a function of T for all four system sizes (from bottom to top: N 5 216, 343, 512, 729) displaying a clear minimum Pmin. Lines are interpolations
obtained using histogram reweighting for up to eleven independent simulations of length 1000 ns.
www.nature.com/scientificreports
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transition in a region that shrinks with growing system size.
Discussion
To estimate the critical exponents of the LL critical point we next
investigate thedistribution ofthe order parameter Mof the LLphase
transition. As for the liquid-gas phase transition
27, the order para-
meter is not simply the density, but a linear combination of the
density with another observable
28. Here we choose the linear com-
bination of density and energy M ; r 1 sE
27and find that it follows,
asexpected,thebehaviorof aliquid intheuniversality class ofthe3d
Isingmodel,asisalsothecasefortheliquid-gastransition(Fig.4).At
P 5 205 MPa the difference between the maxima and the central
minimum of the order parameter distribution is smaller than for the
3d Ising case. At P 5 210 MPa it is larger and the critical point
therefore seems to be in between, consistent with the conclusion
obtained from the analysis of P. We get the best fit of the order
parameter distribution function at a pressure of P 5 206 6 3 MPa
and a temperature of T 5 246 6 1K .
ThesameanalysisforN5512and729yieldsestimates,consistent
withN5343,oftheLLcriticalpointtobePc520863 MPaandTc
5 246 6 1 K (Fig. 4b, c). The finite size scaling of the amplitudes of
the order parameter distribution A , L
b/v is consistent with the
behavior predicted for the 3d Ising universality class with b/v <
0.518
27 and strong corrections to scaling for N 343 (Fig. 4d).
Finally, we investigate also the possibility of spontaneous crystal
nucleation in the LDL phase using the structural order parameter
d3
19. At temperatures below the region of phase flipping, the samples
sometimes form large crystallites filling up to 10% of the system
volume. Their structure exhibits a mixture of cubic and hexagonal
symmetry. However, in approximately 99% of simulations these
unstable crystallites vanish within the simulation time of 1000 ns,
showing that the free-energy barrier for the crystallization process is
significantly larger than kBT in the LDL phase (Fig. 5). We observe
irreversiblecrystallizationinonly3outof350(1ms)–runs,foronlyN
5343 andall corresponding tostatepoints near the LLcritical point
(Fig. 1a). This is consistent with the general result that a metastable
fluid-fluid phase transition favors the crystallization process in its
vicinity
29. We did not observe any crystallization events for N 5 512
and N 5 729 although the total simulation time for these systems is
comparabletothatofN5343.Thefactthatthecrystallizationrateis
not increasing with system size is evidence that LDL is the genuine
metastable phase with respect to the stable crystal phase.
In conclusion, we use new methods to investigate both the statics
anddynamicsofdeeplysupercooled ST2-water.Specifically,weana-
lyze static quantities (density and potential energy) using the frame-
work of finite-size scaling theory, and we analyze the dynamic
structure factor over three orders of magnitude of time scales, from
1 to 1000 ns. We find definitive evidence of a first order LL phase
transition line between two genuine phases that are each metastable
with respect to crystal. The phase transition line terminates in a LL
criticalpoint,andtheexponentsassociatedwiththisLLcriticalpoint
are indistinguishable from those expected for a three-dimensional
lattice-gas model which is used to describe the liquid-vapor critical
point.
Methods
We performed MD simulations in the NPT ensemble using the Stillinger and
Rahman
34five-pointwatermodelST2,consistingoffiveparticlesinteractingthrough
electrostatic and Lennard-Jones forces with a cutoff of 7.8 A ˚. The pressure was not
adjustedtocorrectfortheeffectsoftheLennard-Jones cutoff,sinceitwouldoriginate
from mean field calculations, which become rather poor near a critical point.
We apply the Shake algorithm to constrain the particles inside each molecule. The
constantpressureisimposedbyaBerendsenbarostat,andaNose ´-Hooverthermostat
is applied to ensure constant temperature
35. Periodic boundary conditions have been
implemented and reaction field method with a cutoff of 0.78 nm is used for the
Coulomb’s interactions.
Forthesimulationsweusedthefollowingprotocolconsistingofthreesteps:(1)For
any given density, a constant volume simulation is performed at T 5 300 K during
1 ns (first pre-run). (2) The ensemble is then changed to NPT by adding the
Berendsen barostat with the desired pressure and the temperature is reduced to T 5
265 K, ensuring that the system reaches the HDL phase after 1 ns of equilibration
(second pre-run). (3) After these two preruns the system is quenched to the desired
temperature, from which the first 100–200 ns are removed as thermalization time.
The choice of the thermalization time will be discussed next.
Figure 3 | PhaseflippingbetweenLDLandHDLatcoexistence. (a)The1
ms time series shows how frequently, at constant P 5 215 MPa and T 5
244 K, N 5 343 ST2-water molecules switch from LDL-like to HDL-like
states. (b)Thehistogram forthe sampled density values,inarbitraryunits,
after discarding the first 100 ns of the 1 ms time series. For LDL-like states
r < (0.89 6 0.01) g/cm
3 and for HDL-like states r < (1.02 6 0.03) g/cm
3
corresponding to a difference of < 13% in density. Dashed lines are
Gaussian best fits of the histogram around the two maxima.
Figure 2 | Definition of the correlation time t0 using the intermediate
scattering function. The correlation time t0 is calculated using the
correlation function COO(k, t) of the intermediate scattering function of
the oxygen atoms SOO(k, t). For the k vectors corresponding to the first
three maxima k1, k2and k3 (marked inred, blue and green in the inset), we
calculate the evolution of the correlation function COO(ki, t). We then
definethecorrelationtimeasthetimeforwhichCOO(ki,t)decreasesto1/e
fortheslowestofthekivectors.Fornearlyallthestatepointsk1hasbeenthe
vector for which this decrease has been the slowest. We find t510–100 ns
for the LDL phase, so we can equilibrate this phase in our simulations of
about1000 ns.Data are forasystem of N5343molecules atpressure P5
210 MPa and temperatures (from left to right) T 5 244 K, 243 K, in the
LDL phase, and 242 K below the Tg line of Fig. 1a.
www.nature.com/scientificreports
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we inspect the time series of energy and density to discard the possibility of spon-
taneous crystallization. In all our NPT simulations we observed only three crystal-
lization events (< 1% of total number of runs) all of them in systems with N 5 343
molecules.Weusethemasareferenceforthecrystal.Inasecondstepwemeasurethe
correlation time using the intermediate scattering function.
MDsimulationsareperformedforafinitenumbersofstatepoints(Fig.1a).Weuse
the histogram reweighting method
1 to complement the statistics of each state point
with the information from nearby state points. Histogram reweighting
30 is a method
that combines the overlapping histograms of quantities calculated at close-enough
state points, reweighting them with an appropriate factor that takes into account the
difference in thermodynamic parameters. It is a powerful method that allows to
calculate the observables for a continuous range of thermodynamic parameters
within those directly simulated.
The order parameter M ; r 1 sE is obtained from the distribution in the density–
energy plane (Fig. 4e), by integrating it with a delta-function d(M2r2sE). We select
the value of s for which the distribution of M best fits the distribution of the order
parameterforthe3dIsinguniversalityclass.Themaineffectfoundwhenchangingsis
asmallshiftintheestimatedcriticaltemperatureTCofabout0.1 K,whichislessthan
the error of 0.5 K originating from the histogram reweighting.
The oxygen-oxygen intermediate scattering function SOO (k, t) can be used to
distinguish between phases of different structure, such as LDL and HDL. We also use
it to estimate the correlation time. It is defined as
SOO k,t ðÞ :
1
N
X N
‘,m
exp ik: r‘ t0 ðÞ {rm t0zt ðÞ ½  ðÞ
*+
t0
, ð1Þ
Figure 4 | The liquid-liquid critical point falls into the same universality class as the liquid-gas critical point. (a) The distribution function of the
rescaledorderparameterx;A(M2Mc)whereM;r1sEwiths~27:6
g=cm3
KJ=mol
,followsforP5(20663)MPaandT5(24661)K(triangles)theorder
parameterdistributionfunctionofthe3dIsingmodel(solidline)
36.ThedataarefromhistogramreweightingofN5343moleculesatP5205 MPaandT
5246.6 K(squares),P5206 MPaandT5246 K(triangles)andP5210 MPaandT5245.1 K(circles).Werepeattheanalysisfor(b)N5512and(c)
N5729.(d)ForlargesizestheamplitudeA(triangles)scalesasA,L
b/v,whereb/v<0.52,asinthe3dIsinguniversalityclass
27.ForN 343correctionsto
scaling are strong. (e) Contour plot of the distribution of states in the density-energy plane, with red corresponding to the highest values and blue to the
lowest. The distribution of the order parameter M ; r 1 sE is obtained from this two-dimensional distribution by integrating it with a delta-function
d(M2r2sE). We select the value of s for which the distribution of M best fits the distribution of the order parameter for the 3d Ising universality class.
Figure 5 | Example of a simulation where the largest crystallite grows up to
35 molecules and then vanishes in a system having N 5 343 molecules at a
pressure of P 5 200 MPa and T 5 246 K. Am o l e c u l ei is considered to
belong to a crystal if d3(i, j) # dc 52 0.87 for three out of its four bonds with
nearest neighbors j.
www.nature.com/scientificreports
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of the oxygen of molecule l at time t9, k is the wave vector and k is its magnitude jkj.
SOO(k, t) describes the time evolution of the spatial correlation along the wave vector
k.Sincethesystemhasperiodicboundaries, thecomponentsofkhavediscretevalues
2pj/L, where L is the length of the simulation box and j 5 1, 2, .... We define SOO(k, t)
;ÆS(k,t)æj,whereaverageistakenoverallvectorskwithmagnitudekbelongingtojth
spherical bin p(j21/2)/L # k , p(j 1 1/2)/L, for j 5 2, 3, …300.
The temporal decay of SOO(k,t) is characterized by two relaxation times: (i) a short
time, tb, after which SOO(k,t) reaches a plateau SOO(k, tb) corresponding to the
bouncing of the particles inside the cages formed by their neighbors, and (ii) a long
time,ta,correspondingtoaparticleescapingfromitscageanddiffusingawayfromits
initial position. We define the correlation time t 5 ta as the time for which COO(k, t)
; SOO(k, t)/SOO(k, tb) 5 1/e, where COO(k, t) is the structural correlation function
(Fig. 2).
We define the bond order parameter d3 following Ref.19. The quantity d3(i, j)
characterizes the bond between molecules i and j and is designed to distinguish
between a fluid and a diamond structure. It uses the Ym
3 spherical harmonics to
identifythetetrahedralsymmetryofthediamondstructure.Ingeneral,eachmolecule
is characterized by a vector qi
‘ in the (4‘z2)2dimensional Euclidean space with
components Req i
‘,m
  
and Imq i
‘,m
  
(m~{‘,...,{1,0,1,...:,‘), with
qi
‘,m:
1
4
X
j[ni
Ym
‘ wij,qij
  
, {‘ƒmƒ‘:
Ifmoleculejbelongs tothe first coordination shell ni(shellof fournearestneighbors)
ofmoleculei,wedefined3(i,j)asthecosineoftheanglebetweentwovectorsqi
3 andq
j
3
characterizing the first coordination shells of molecules j and i, respectively:
d3 i,j ðÞ :
qi
3
:q
j
3
  
jqi
3jjq
j
3j
ð2Þ
where
qi
3
:q
j
3
  
:
X ‘
m~{‘
Req i
‘,mReq
j
‘,mzImq i
‘,mImq
j
‘,m
  
,
and qi
3
       :
ﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃﬃ
qi
3:qi
3 ðÞ
p
.
In a perfect diamond crystal d3(i,j) 52 1 for all bonds, while for a graphite crystal
d3(i, j) 52 1 only for bonds connecting atoms in the same layer. For bonds con-
nectingatomsindifferentlayersd3(i,j)521/9.Thusingraphiteeachatomhasthree
out of four bonds having d3(i, j) 52 1. In our simulations, the spontaneously grown
crystals have many defects, with different parts of the crystals following diamond or
graphite patterns (Fig. 6a). Therefore, we consider a molecule in a crystal to have
eitherthreeorfourbondswithd3(i,j),dc520.87,wherethevalueofdc520.87is
selected as two standard deviations from the peak of the crystal histogram corres-
ponding to d3 52 1. This is exactly the same criterion to specify molecules in the
crystal state as in Ref.19. We find separate crystallites using the percolation criterion,
i.e., two molecules satisfying the crystalline criterion belong to the same crystallite if
they belong to the first coordination shell of each other (Fig. 5).
We finally observe that by defining y3 i ðÞ :
1
4
X
4
j~1d3 i,j ðÞ as the average of d3
over the four bonds of each molecule, we introduce a single-molecule structural
parameter that also can be used to distinguish among the HDL, the LDL and the
crystal phase (Fig. 6b).
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